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Junior Crusaders Youth Hockey Association Partners with Positive Coaching Alliance to 
benefit local youth athletes. 

November 8, 2020, Worcester, MA – The Worcester Junior Crusaders Youth Hockey 
Association (JCYHA) has established a partnership with Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA), a 
national non-profit developing “Better Athletes, Better People” by working to provide all youth 
and high school athletes a positive, character-building sports experience. 
  
The partnership provides the Junior Crusaders access to PCA’s training for coaches, sports 
parents, student-athletes and administrators, through live group workshops, online courses, books 
by PCA Founder Jim Thompson, and additional online resources, such as follow-up tips and 
reminders. 
  
PCA has partnered with roughly 3,500 youth sports organizations, schools, districts, conferences, 
and park-and-rec departments to create a Development Zone® culture, where the goal is using 
youth and high school sports to develop Better Athletes, Better People. “We look forward to 
working with the Junior Crusaders to create the best possible experience for the youth athletes,” 
said Positive Coaching Alliance CEO, Chris Moore. “Our research-based materials combine the 
latest in sports psychology, education, and practical advice from top professional and college 
coaches and athletes that help improve athletic performance while also ensuring kids take life 
lessons from sports that will help them throughout the rest of their lives.” 
  
“We are pleased to be able to partner with PCA and offer our hockey community access to their 
training programs and resources.  This partnership is an example of the Junior Crusaders 
commitment to help foster an organizational culture that endeavors to improve the lives of our 
players, families, and volunteers through the game of hockey,” said Michael Cloutier, Vice 
President for the Junior Crusaders.  



 
A 90-minute virtual workshop, Coaching for Winning & Life Lessons, is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 8, 2020.  This workshop is specifically for Junior Crusaders coaches, team 
managers and on-ice volunteers.  We are also exploring future training opportunities for parents 
who may be  interested in learning more about positive ways to impact their child’s experience.   
 

About the Worcester Junior Crusaders Youth Hockey Association 
 
The Junior Crusaders are a non-profit youth hockey organization that offers affordable programs 
committed to developing our young athletes and fostering a lifelong love of hockey.  We 
endeavor to do this by creating an age appropriate curriculum that focuses on the fundamentals 
of teamwork, development and, most importantly, FUN! 
 
The Junior Crusaders are proud to offer competitive teams for all age levels.  Our programs offer 
a balance of skill development and competition, with a solid practice program and the 
opportunity to participate in highly competitive leagues throughout New England.   
 
Our programs are based on USA Hockey’s American Development Model (“ADM”), a 
framework that focuses on long-term athletic development using the most up-to-date science and 
statistical analysis.  Under the ADM, the Junior Crusaders provide age appropriate, age-specific 
skill training as the blueprint for the best possible youth hockey experience.  
 

About Positive Coaching Alliance 
 
Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA) develops BETTER ATHLETES, BETTER PEOPLE through 
workshops and resources for youth and high school sports coaches, parents, administrators and 
student-athletes. When sports are done right, sports teach. PCA ensures sports are ‘done right’ 
with programming that is research-based and designed to have impact at three levels in a youth 
sports organization or school: 
 

• YOUTH experience improved life skills and character development. 
• COACHES become more positive and increase their focus on using sports to teach life 

lessons. 
• YOUTH SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS AND SCHOOLS see their cultures become more 

positive and everyone involved has more fun. 
 
Since 1998, PCA has reached thousands of organizations around the country, and affected 
millions of youth athletes. As a nationwide non-profit with 18 chapters, PCA has partnered with 
roughly 3,500 schools and youth sports organizations nationwide to deliver more than 20,000 
live group workshops, reaching over 20 million youth in 20 years of work. In addition to PCA’s 
live workshops, PCA also offers online courses and has over 2,000 multimedia tips and tools for 
coaches, parents, athletes, and leaders available free of charge on PCADevZone.org.  
 



Through the years, PCA’s work has been recognized on a national stage. For 2 years, PCA was 
the nonprofit partner for FOX Sports Supports, earning free airtime during coverage of Super 
Bowl XLI.  
 
Each year, PCA selects only 50 coaches out of thousands of nominations from across the US 
with the National Double-Goal Coach® Award, presented by TeamSnap. These coaches are 
recognized at PCA’s annual benefit, the National Youth Sports Awards & Benefit. In 2019, the 
first-ever Coach Grand-Prize Winner was also honored on ABC’s Good Morning America as a 
‘Hometown Hero.’ 
 
Finally, PCA gains support from a National Advisory Board, including National Spokesperson 
and 11-time NBA Champion Coach Phil Jackson, and many other top coaches, athletes, 
organization leaders and academics who share PCA’s mission. PCA is proud to partner with the 
Boys & Girls Club, National Basketball Association, Major League Baseball and over 35 
professional teams across the United States. 
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http://www.positivecoach.org/our-story/our-team/national-advisory-board/
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